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Candidates launch campaigns

TODAY

HIGH 63°

The seven candidates running for executive board positions hail from varying parts of the country and have differing ideas on the biggest issues that
face the University of South Carolina. In written responses exclusive to The Daily Gamecock, the candidates outlined what they believe are the key
tenets of their campaign and they offered a glimpse into who they are and why they are running for the university’s highest student offices within Student
Government. For a more in-depth look at the candidates, log on to www.dailygamecock.com..

TONIGHT
LOW 53°

Josh Dawsey
STAFF WRITER

TOMORROW

Vice Presidential Candidates

Presidential Candidates

HIGH 67°

Inside
SPORTS

Freshman Lady Gamecock Charenee Stephens
believes team can still
make it to the top.

See page 7

THE MIX

Meredith Ross

Drew Kirchhofer

Carmel Matin

Third-year political
science student

Second-year finance
student

Third-year political
science student

Platform points:
• “Continuation and
improvement of current
programs: I plan to fight
to hold onto programs
like Cock y’s Caravan
and the Student Ticket
program at the Koger
Center. We should also
look into things such as
dining services and our
daily shuttles to ensure
t hat we are r u n n ing
these things as efficiently
as possible.”
• “Community outreach: With everyone
suffering the current
econom ic condit ions
together, it’s important
that we as students give
back to the community
that we call home for
these four years.”
•“Financial issues: SG
and the university should
launch a campaign to
promote financial literacy among our students.”

Platform points:
“During my time at
the University of South
Carolina, I have heard
countless great ideas for
improvement,” ranging
from:
•“Bringing the Carolina Card off campus.”
•“Expanding the student section at football
games.”
“Unfortunately, many
of these ideas are not realized. I am running for
student body president
because I am committed
to achieving real results
and believe that my extra year at USC gives me
a distinct advantage in
accomplishing many of
these lofty ideas.”

Platform points:
•“To enhance representation of the student
body by elevating the
role and involvement of
student organizations
in university affairs.”
• “To unite through
service. Through service activities for our
campus and our greater-Columbia community, we will exemplify
what it means to truly
work together as one
Carolina family.”
• “ To c o m m i t
ourselves only to
what we k now we
can accomplish. The
POP Campaign gives
focused attention to
services and initiatives
that benefit all arenas
of campus life, but do
not demand great financial support; we do
this through initiatives
we know we can push
forward now.”

All About Beer magazine
brought their annual Beer
Festival to Columbia.
Check out which flavors
wowed the crowd .

Treasurer
Ebbie Yazdani

See page 5

•
•

Second-year
history student

VIEWPOINTS
The C-List
discusses
why smokers should
keep their
unhealthy
habit to
themselves
while
walking to
class.

•

Alex Stroman

Matt Ungar

Taylor Cain

Second-year political
science student

Second-year public
relations student

Second-year history
student

Platform points:
• “We will begin to
‘Paint the Town Garnet
and Black’ by working
in cooperation with the
Cit y of Columbia and
local businesses to build
partnerships.”
• “We will strive to
‘Create a Communit y
Atmosphere’ by supporting on-campus organizations, exposing students
to the great history and
uniqueness of our university and by working to
ensure that students who
live off campus are able to
be involved in the greater
Carolina community.”
•“We round out our
three-point plan by creating ways to the ‘Link
the Campus’ by embracing technology to ensure
that in the next few years
our campus is completely
wireless and that students
are able to enjoy student
programs.”

Platform points:
•“To encourage the
student senate to come up
with and complete new
initiatives.”
•“To bring back some
of the money that was
lost f rom ou r yea rly
budget due to the current
economic state we are in
... To continue to ask the
administration for more
say in the budget process.
[and to use] the newly created student lobby to talk
to the state legislature.”
“Living in the heart
of one the most thriving cities in the state,
it is imperative that we
make sure all students are
safe.”
• To “get new ca l l
boxes, relight campus,
improve dorm security,
increase bike lanes, get
railroad crossing guards
by all the railroad tracks
a nd get a n i mproved
shuttle system.”

Platform points:
•“Making textbooks
more cost-efficient by
advocating for professors to turn orders in
on time, expanding the
Textbook Turnstyle program and the addition
of ISBN numbers to the
bookstore Web site.”
•“Improving parking
on campus — allowing
students to once again
park overnight in the
Coliseum/Colonial Life
Arena parking lots, allowing free event parking
for students who have
purchased a parking decal and allowing students
who have garage decals
to park in general student
parking lots.”
•“Improving class registration by adding better
course descriptions on
VIP and the creation of a
waiting list and/or e-mail
notification system for
class openings.”

Platform points:
Implement the student lobby and make it a sustainable
force.
Create a fundraising handbook for student organizations.
Make budget, tuition and student activity fee information available for all students online.

“I’m running because I want to be an advocate for
students in the budget process and make sure that their
money is being used efficiently. I will work to make sure
that students’ voices are heard at the statehouse and
make sure that student organizations are able to reach
out to the whole Carolina Community by being able to
use their allocated funds. The Student Body Treasurer
needs to be a tireless worker who will follow through on
behalf of students and I’m the right man for the job.”

Important Student Body Election Dates:
Feb. 11

Today:
•Mandatory candidates meeting in
the Russell House Theater. Senatorial
candidates meet at 6 p.m. Executive
candidates meet at 7 p.m.
• Campaigning begins no earlier than
8:45 p.m.

CAM BYRD
Fifth-year
public
relations
student

See page 4

Online Exclusive

SG
09
SG Elections 2009
Throughout this year’s
Student Government
elections, The Daily
Gamecock will be offering
exclusive online coverage
of the candidates and the
latest news on the election season. Check out
our special section online.

www.dailygamecock.com

•Executive candidates
debate at noon on
Greene Street.

Feb.16

Feb.17

•All students can
vote in the general
elections on VIP.

Feb. 23 Feb. 23
•Runoff elections
will be held if
necessary.

Tax rebate scam targets
consumers’ information
Suspicious phone calls
promise profits,
seek to steal identity
Kyle Moores
STAFF WRITER

A s t he t a x sea son ap proaches, a new tax rebate
scam has su r faced much
like the one last year, which
attempted to capitalize on
then-President Bush’s economic stimulus package.
According to a news release last year, “A scammer
would call under the guise
of a government official and
ask consumers for information needed to deposit the
stimulus check into their
bank accounts.”
Countless individuals were
deceived into g iv ing out
their bank account and social
security numbers, as well as
other sensitive information.
“Last year the scam was

aimed mostly at the elderly,
but fortunately we were able
to stop the scammers here in
South Carolina before too
many people were victimized,” said Alice Brooks, S.C.
Department of Consumer
A f fa i rs [SCDC A] publ ic
information director.
This new scam is more
complex and seems to be
targeting a new group of
consumers. Although still
u nc e r t a i n , t he S C D C A
seems to think this recent
scam is targeting those with
ambitions of capitalizing on
the foreclosure market.
“We’re not certain who
is being targeted with this
most current scam, but it’s
either people who might be
going into foreclosure or
people hoping to profit from
buying foreclosed properties,” Brooks said.
According to a news reSCAM ● 3

Keri Goff / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

A couple coasts down the Congaree River to enjoy a Sunday afternoon.

Mehrzad speaks for the rivers
Newly created Congaree
riverkeeper position aims
to protect waterways
Sarah Peterman

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Alan Mehrzad goes with
the flow to keep the rivers
of Columbia f lowing. On
Dec. 16, he was approved as
the Congaree riverkeeper.
The position of a riverkeeper
stems from the Waterkeeper
Alliance, an international,
grassroots, community-based

organization designed to
protect water systems.
Mehrzad said he will be
“an advocate for the rivers
here. I act as their voice.”
The rivers under Mehrzad’s jurisdiction include
not on ly t he Cong a ree,
but also the Broad and the
Saluda. Mehrzad will work
to keep this stretch of river,
more than 90 miles long,
clean, protected and safe.
Mehrzad said he plans to
take a community approach
to protecting the rivers. He
wants to make it “hip” and
create a comprehensive mem-

bership program that includes
all levels of river users.
“I want this to benefit college kids who drink beer and
float down the river on Saturdays, the fishermen trying to
catch dinner for their family
and even the high-hat people
who care about the river because they have a house on
it,” Mehrzad said.
Meh rzad has a st rong
science background with an
undergraduate degree from
USC in marine science and
is currently working toward
RIVERKEEPER ● 3
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Tickets are now available at t he R u s s e l l
Ho u s e i n f o r m at io n
desk for “The Vagina
Monolog ues,” which
will be performed Feb.
12 a nd Feb. 14 at 7
p.m. in the Law School
Auditorium. Tickets
are also now available
at the RH information
desk for “A Memory, A
Monologue, A Rant and
A Prayer,” which will
be performed Feb. 13
at 7 p.m. and Feb. 15 at
3 p.m. These productions are sponsored by
the Net Impact as part
of the “2009 Valentine’s
Day Campaign.”
USC’s General Education Committee will
hold a n open for u m
today from 11:30 a.m.
to 1 p.m. in t he R H
Theater to discuss the
proposed revision to
the university’s general
education curriculum.
For more information,
read www.sc.edu/generaleducation.
Student Health Services
brings USC the Lexington Medical Center’s
Mobile Mammography
Feb. 4 from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. on Greene Street.
Students have appointment priority, though
facult y and staff can
make appointments as
well. This ser v ice is
$288.18, which can be
paid by cash, check or
Visa/MasterCard. To
schedule an appointment, call (803) 5769393 by Jan. 26.

W eek

Theresa Walling, a n
administrative assista nt in the
history depa rtment
Q: Who, if anyone, is a role model for
you?
A: I’d have to say my brothers because they
are such kind-loving people. They are just
truly genuine young men.
Chad Simmons / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Q: How long have you been working at
USC?
A: I’ve been here since 1999.
Q: What do you enjoy the most about
your job?
A: The people and the students and the
faculty. I love the interaction with the
people.
Q: If you could meet anyone famous,
living or deceased, who would it be?
A: Well, she’s not famous, but I’d just love to
talk to my momma just one more time.
Q: Where are you originally from?
A: Orangeburg, SC
— Compiled by News Editor Liz Segrist

The USC community wants to know what your organization has going
on this week, and The Daily Gamecock wants to help you spread the
word. If your organization has an upcoming meeting or event you want
publicized, contact gamecocknews@sc.edu or stop by our office in
the Russell House, room 333.
“Carolina Briefs” submissions should include the time, place, name and a
description of the meeting or event, as well as a contact person for any
questions. The description shouldn’t exceed 50 words. Submissions should
be sent no later than 5:30 p.m. two days before publication.
The Daily Gamecock reserves the right to edit, condense or hold any
submission.

Green Learning Community Open house at West Quad Program Coodinator Thomas
Chandler teaching Seth Stewart how to use the hydrogen powered segway.

Local

National

World

When parents have access
to helpful information about
raising children and a good
support system, cases of child
abuse in South Carolina rise
at a slower rate and key indicators of child abuse go down,
according to a study released
Monday.
Researchers in the study,
f u n d e d b y t h e C e nt e r s
for Disease Cont rol a nd
Prevention , said confirmed
child abuse cases still went
up, but rose more slowly in
nine South Carolina counties
where parents were provided
with more information about
taking care of their children
through seminars, consultation and newsletters.
In nine control counties
that weren’t randomly selected
to receive that information,
the number of substantiated
child abuse cases rose at a
higher rate, according to the
study published online Monday by the journal Prevention
Science.
The parents in the nine
counties where rates grew
more slowly were provided
with materials called Positive Parenting Program. The
so-called Triple P program,
developed by a researcher at
the University of Queensland,
ranges from media advertising
to one-on-one consultations
and group sessions and was
made available to all parents
with children 8 years old and
under in those areas.
“We didn’t single out parents who could be in trouble,”
said Ron Prinz, a professor of
child clinical psychology at
the University of South Carolina who worked on the twoyear study. “Rather, Triple P
provided flexible ways for all
parents to get information
and support.”

NEW YORK — Some of
the nation’s busiest airports
w i l l so on b eg i n te st i ng
experimental radar systems
designed to track flocks of
birds and help pilots avoid
the type of collision believed
to have crippled a US Airways jet nearly two weeks
ago.
Proponents say air traffic
controllers could someday
use the technology to delay
takeoffs, reroute fl ights before they leave the ground
a nd p erh ap s e ven r ad io
warnings to pilots to take
evasive action.
The new technology uses
a combination of inexpensive
marine radar antennas, much
like the kind used on fishing
boats, and powerful computer software to monitor
birds as they gather and soar
as far as six miles away from
an airport.
The dangers were illustrated Jan. 15 when a US
A irways jet lost thrust in
both engines after it apparently smacked into a flock of
birds 90 seconds into a flight
from LaGuardia A irport.
The pilot managed to guide
the plane to a belly landing
on the Hudson River, saving
all 155 people aboard.
Executives at DeTect Inc.,
a Panama City, Fla., maker
of bird-detecting radar, said
such systems might someday
prevent accidents like that
by letting controllers know
when big groups of birds are
getting close to a busy flight
path.
Other experts and Federal Aviation Administration
officials cautioned that the
technology is unproven and
still needs years of refinements. Still, it has shown
enough promise t hat t he
FA A is expanding testing
significantly.
Seattle-Tacoma International A irport, which has
been evaluating bird radar
since mid-2007, deployed
its third detector on Friday.
Chicago’s O’Hare is slated
to get one of the systems
within six weeks. Dallas-Fort
Worth, which took part in a
previous round of testing,
will see a more permanent
installat ion wit hin t hree
months.

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico
— The reemergence of two
former Guantanamo Bay
prisoners as al-Qaida terrorists in the past week won’t
likely change U.S. policy on
transfers to Saudi A rabia,
the Pentagon said Monday.
More t ha n 10 0 Saud is
have been repatriated from
the U.S. military’s prison at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to
Saudi Arabia, where the government puts them through
a rehabilitation program designed to encourage them to
abandon Islamic extremism
and reintegrate into civilian
life.
T he o n l i ne b o a s t s b y
two of these men that they
have joi ned a l- Qa ida i n
Yemen underscore that the
Saudi system isn’t fail-safe,
the Pentagon said. A U.S.
counterterrorism official in
Washington confi rmed the
men had been Guantanamo
detainees. The official spoke
on condition of anonymity
because he was not authorized to disclose that fact on
the record.
N a v y C m d r. J e f f r e y
Gordon, a Pentagon spokesperson, said the U.S. sees
the Saudi program as admirable.
“The best you can do is
work with partner nations in
the international community
to ensure that they take the
steps to mitigate the threat
ex-detainees pose,” he said.
“There are never any absolute guarantees. There’s an
inherent risk in all detainee
transfers and releases from
Guantanamo.”
The deprog ram m ing
effort — built on reason,
ent icement s and leng t hy
t a l k s w it h ps ych iat r ist s,
Muslim clerics and sociologists — is part of a concerted
Saudi government effort to
counter the ideolog y that
nurtured the 9/11 hijackers
and that has lured hundreds
of Saudis to join the Iraq
insurgency. Fifteen of the 19
hijackers who attacked the
United States on Sept. 11,
2001, were Saudis, as is the
mastermind of the attacks,
Osama bin Laden.
A total of 218 men, including former Guantanamo detainees, have gone through
the reintegration program,
according to the Saudi Ministry of Interior. Nine were
later arrested again, an “official source” at the ministry
said in a dispatch from the
official Saudi Press Agency.
The report said some of the
nine were former detainees,
but did not give a breakdown.

FAMOUS

SLAW DOGS

2 $299
FOR

— The Associated Press
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Congaree Riverkeeper wants students to get involved
“I want to involve the university as much as possible. I want to involve young
thinkers,” he said.

Presidential Candidates
Meredith Ross

Drew Kirchhofer

Carmel Matin

Why I’m running:
“When making this decision, I followed my dad’s advice and asked myself
one question: ‘Do I feel that I am the
right person for the university at this
time?’ After much consideration, I
came to the conclusion that the answer
is yes,” Ross said. “Serving this year as
SG Vice President has been one of the
most challenging, invigorating and
rewarding experiences of my life, but
I’m not ready to hang my hat just yet.”

Why I’m running:
“My vision for USC is of our school
leading the nation in public higher
education. I will represent students’
needs to university and community
leaders, while facilitating responsive
com mu n icat ion f rom leaders to
students. I will move the university
toward innovative developments by
questioning the status quo and recognizing that complacency renders
success impossible,” Kirchhofer said.

Why I’m Running:
“To establish a clear recognition of
the position we are in as the central
university in the capital of our state
and to own our position to better serve
our own campus, as well as our greater
Columbia community,” Matin said. “I
look forward to bringing up issues that
pertain to all of us and participating
in open discussions with students and
student organizations in the coming
weeks, during this very exciting and
refreshing process for our university.”

Vice Presidential Candidates
Alex Stroman
Why I’m running:
“After having been involved in student senate this past year, I have been
inspired by the passion with which
many serve their peers, but at times I
have been sorely disappointed in the
petty bickering and debate that often
takes place on the floor of the student
senate,” Stroman said. “If elected to
serve my peers in the upcoming school
year, I will work tirelessly to restore to
the student senate and SG as a whole
the idea that regardless of personality
differences and personal beliefs, our
aim should always be to serve, to the
best of our abilities, the students we
were elected to serve.”
SCAM ● Continued from 1
lease, this new scam “begins with a fake
check and the promise of thousands
of dollars in the form of a ‘secondary
stimulus check’ if you take the time to
register.”
The in it ial check comes w it h a
telephone call that “takes consumers
to a pre-recorded message pitching
an information packet consumers can
purchase.” This information packet
discusses the opportunity to “make

Matt Ungar

Taylor Cain

Why I’m running:
“Throughout my entire career as
a Gamecock, I have been striving
for one thing: to help progress this
university to the best that it can
be,” Ungar said. “While serving as
a student senator, I have witnessed
dramatic change in the lives of
students. I plan to continue this trend
as your student body vice president
through new and old initiatives alike.”

Why I’m running:
“I’m running to be a voice for students. Whether it be voicing student
concerns to administration and faculty
or to community leaders and other
student leaders on campus, there’s
a need for a leader to be informing
others of what students want and need
most,” Cain said. “The student senate is a great outlet for many of the
concerns and issues students have.
Therefore, the biggest thing I hope
to accomplish is to make use of this
outlet.”

money on ‘foreclosed homes,’” according to the news release.
The scammers then claim consumers can receive thousands of dollars
in regular cash payments by taking
advantage of government programs
related to foreclosed properties.
The easiest way to protect oneself
is to know there’s no second stimulus
check at this time and that any solicitation suggesting the contrary is
fraudulent.
Individuals should never disclose

PAGE 3

personal information such as bank account or social security numbers with
any unknown callers or solicitors.
Anyone who has been victimized by
this scam or who would like to get more
information is urged to contact the
SCDCA Public Information Division
at 803-734-4190 or at their Web site
www.scconsumer.gov.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu

Mehrzad said he needs help with any of the following:
• Researchers (sample collection, etc.)
• Computer work, especially web development
• Monthly newsletter publication
• Logo design
• Some hand-drawn art from art students.
• Legal help (advocacy, filing as non-profit, advice, etc.)
For more information, e-mail Mehrzad at tfly83@hotmail.com
— Compiled by Sarah Peterman
RIVERKEEPER ● Continued
from 1
his master’s as a second-year
earth and environmental resource management student.
With his background, Mehrzad said he knows “we’re
sitting on a gold mine and no
one is managing it properly.”
Mehrzad said he plans to
manage it by “developing a
monitoring program to understand baseline contaminant levels.” This will include
pictures, water samples and
other information such as
the plants and animals found
in the river.
Having this baseline information will then allow
Mehrzad to show how far
from normal the condition
of the river deviates in the
event that there were to be a
contamination of the water.
However, Mehrzad doesn’t
want to simply work on the
defensive. He wants to create awareness and educate
people about the rivers.
“South Carolina has such
a richness in rivers that is
underappreciated and under-

utilized,” Mehrzad said.
The position of Congaree
riverkeeper is still new for
Mehrzad. Currently he is
focusing on structure, filing
as a non-profit organization,
getting advice from other
established organizations and
collecting resources to assist
him in his efforts to keep the
rivers clean.
Mehrzad does have longterm goals in mind though.
“I want to see people look
to the Columbia region to
see how to handle adverse
river situations. I want it to
be a model for how rivers
should be managed,” Mehrzad said.
Mehrzad said t hus far
he has received a positive
response from the whole
community.
“I want to do good. I really
want to make a difference.
Right now I’m on fire, I’m
on a roll. I feel confident that
this is going to work out,”
Mehrzad said.
Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecocknews@sc.edu
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Literary mag
deserves more
participation

EDITORIAL BOARD
Editor

BRAD MAXWELL
Managing Editor

Copy Desk Chief

Submissions from students
could fix low exposure, little
content in Lettered Olive

AMANDA DAVIS

As is fashionable for any
column, I should start with
the obligatory Barack Obama
reference. That wasn’t it,
though. Be patient. W hat
I mean to point out is the
foregrounding of the arts
during t he inaug urat ion.
St rangely, just four days
prior, I received an e-mail
not if y i ng me t hat t he
Lettered Olive
Undergraduate
L it e r a r y
Rev iew had
e x t e n d e d it s
deadline by a
month.
TRAVIS MAY
It i s ju st a
Sixth-year
hunch, but
English
t h is tel ls me
student
there must be
eit her a lack
of interest in
writing or a lack of exposure
for this outlet in particular.
So here I am, attempting to
remedy both.
Now, once ag a i n w it h
attention to the necessary,
I mu st i nvoke econom ic
instability not as a reason
why this situation comes to
us as it does but as a signal
that now is the time to invest
in the arts. At the end of
the day, the sheer lack of
artistic value in this city in
general, and the university
in particular, is astounding.
This is not to say that good
things are not happening.
There are numerous poetry
circles, book clubs, museums
and so forth, but the extent to
which these things pervade
everyday life certainly pales
in comparison to most other
“major” cities. I will have to
address other aspects of this
in future columns, but the
issue still stands. Even with
the South Carolina Poetry
Initiative on our campus,
undergraduates need a larger
presence.
I have a proposal. Make
s omet h i ng. It s ou nd s
ridiculous, I know, but the
cit izens have to take t he
first step. To address the
i m med iate is s ue, out of
all the undergraduates in
t his u niversit y, probably
hundreds write poetr y or
prose. Microsoft has given us
word processors and e-mail
clients, so take advantage of
them. If everyone wrote at
least one poem, for better
or worse, it would give the
editors something to do and,
potentially, a challenge.
Not ever ybody ca n be
Tennyson, but most people
want to be themselves — so
just write what you think
is good. Just be sure not to
write about your feelings or
things you think are pretty.
That k i nd of st uf f g ives
poet r y a bad reputat ion.
A f ter all, ever ybody has
those kinds of experiences so
there is no use in rehashing
them. Try to be witty. Never
write about the sunset. The
Flaming Lips already undid
thousands of years worth of
sunset poems.
In addition, no one cares
about your significant other.
Not only will we not know
who your mysterious dark
lady or attractive underage
boy is, the truth is that none
of it matters. Besides, my
g irlf r iend is bet ter t ha n
yours is.
The deadline is Feb. 8.
You have two weeks, so put
the pen to the paper like
Obama on his first day in
office. As a fi nal note, I am
genuinely interested in what
ot hers t h i n k about t h is,
either positive or negative.
All hate mail must be written
in verse.

Design Director

Photography Editor

News Editor

EDDIE MANN
Sports Editor

LIZ SEGRIST

MICHAEL AGUILAR

The Mix Editor

Viewpoints Editor

COLIN JONES

PAUL BOWERS

MORGAN REID

ALAN TAUBER

IN OUR OPINION

Facebook has right to
pull nursing pictures

THE C-LIST

Smokers: Keep to yourselves
Cigarettes pollute air with
pungent smell, chemicals,
should not be tolerated
It probably has happened
to all of us, as it did me last
week. I was walking to class
and in the school of people
I happened to be traveling
with, there was at least one
smoker. Even worse, smoke
was blowing right into my
face.
As a former
p ac k- a- d a y
smoker, the
last thing
I wa nt , or
need, to
encou nter
CAM BYRD
Fifth-year
are cigarette
public
fumes on
relations
my way to
student
classes. The
only things
possibly
worse are the guys who
bathe in their cheap cologne
or the gals who lather on
every type of scent they
can fi nd. Being near them
is like choking in a cloud
of dollar-store fragrance
— and usually it creates a
sneeze-a-thon for the poor
folks that sit near them in
class. Aside from that, do
they really want us to think
they smell that bad?

Admittedly, smokers have
been getting hated on for
a while, especially locally
with smoking bans taking
effect and USC yanking all
the ash trays and cigarette
butt receptacles. But do I
feel sorry for them? Nope.
Other students, faculty
and staff should not have to
be subjected to their poor
choices and poor scent.
Regardless of the messages
or pressure directed towards
them by society, the last
thing anyone wants is a
face full of exhaled smoke.
When will offenders figure
this out?
Well, in case this is some
sort of revelation, let me
explain.
Side st rea m smoke is
smoke that comes off a
cigarette unfiltered. It is
potent and pungent. For
someone unused to t he
harsh air, it’s downright
disgusting. W hat really
makes me most want to
hurl and possibly punch
the rude smoker in the
face is u nex pectedly
bei ng conf ronted w it h
secondhand smoke. Would
you enjoy a cloud of smoke
that just came out of some
stranger’s lungs and mouth?
Probably not.
If advocates of smokers’

rights — a total joke anyway
— wish to complain they
have the freedom to smoke
wherever, let ‘em. They
have no right to smoke
where t hey wa nt . A nd
here’s a clue — they may
have faced less opposition if
they were considerate in the
first place. I’ve got to admit
that if smokers keep their
distance from doorways
and smoke off to the side,
not in foot traffic, then I
have no objection to them
going off to kill themselves
slowly.
A lso, t h is is easily a
health issue. Clearly for
the carcinogens, but also
because t hey risk t heir
health and safety puffing
away i n f ront of ot her
people at 9 a.m. Lighting
up will not help get anyone
anywhere faster and will
hopefully get non-smokers
and polite smokers
incensed at just how rude
the behavior is.
I’ll wrap up with two tips:
all things in moderation
AND there is a time and
p l a c e f o r e v e r y t h i n g.
Student Health Services
has free smoking cessation
classes at the Strom this
February, so do us all a
favor if you are a r ude
smoker — call and sign up.

School needs further changes
New facilities won’t raise
scores, teacher tenures
should be reevaluated
The Eau Claire
H igh School i n Nor t h
Columbia celebrated a rededication ceremony of
their new renovations on
Sunday. The school now
enjoys a brand-new sports
field, a courtyard where a
parking lot once was and
a new g y m,
among other
changes.
The school
board has
just if ied its
$31 million
EMILY
remodel i ng
WEITHMAN
with the
Second-year
high school’s
broadcast
journalism
c u r r e nt
student
academic
progress.
Eau Claire has been one
of nine high schools in
the Midlands to achieve
Adequate Yearly Progress
(AYP), a criterion of the
No Ch ild Lef t Beh i nd
Act. This, coupled with
cutt ing-edge amenit ies
in the arts and sciences,
has boosted the attitude
of many members in Eau
Claire’s community.
But can new technology
and a new football
f ield really improve
t h e c o n d it io n o f t h i s
institution’s inconsistent
reputation? The school’s
image suffered due to a

fat a l shoot i ng i n 1994
and, recently, Eau Claire
was placed on a watch list
by the state Department
of Education along with
fou r ot her R ich la nd 1
schools for unrelenting
low scores.
This begs the question
— how is a cou r t y a rd
going to help Eau Claire?
I s t he m aj o r p r ob le m
w it h t h i s h igh s c ho ol
really just a mere issue
of morale? New facilities
and reconst r uct ion are
marvelous ideas, and not
harmf ul by any means.
The abilit y of a school
to f u nc t ion ef f icient ly
a nd successf u l ly l ies
in part with up-to-date
equipment. Computers,
science labs, art studios
and well-stocked libraries
are a necessity for proper
schooling, but from where
does the other part of a
good education come? It
comes from teachers and
administrators who are
good at what they do. A
good educ at ion come s
from mentors who care.
One of t he major
problems wit h an issue
such as this is the tenure
policy on teaching jobs.
Teachers, even mediocre
ones, enjoy lifetime job
security after a mere one
or t wo years of work, a
job bonus that is offered
neit her to doc tors nor
political leaders.
In a recent Time article

interviewing Washington,
D.C.’s revolutionary new
chancellor for the public
school system, Michelle
Rhee , she was quoted as
saying, “What I’m fi nding
is that our principles are
ridiculously ... conf lictaverse. They k now
someone is not so good,
and they want to give him
a ‘meet s ex pec t at ion s’
a ny way because t hey
don’t want to deal with
the person coming into
the office and yelling and
getting the parents riled
up.”
R hee h a s re s p onded
to this problem in D.C.
schools by rewarding good
teachers and removing bad
ones, having fired more
than 270 teachers since
June 2007 alone.
Certainly not all
teachers or the principal
of Eau Claire High lack
this quality, but enough
of t hem a re not doi ng
t heir job as t he school
is on a watch list for low
test scores. W hich part
of the $31 million went
t o c h a n g e t h at ? Ho w
many teachers are being
replaced or even closely
examined by school board
ad m i n ist rators? A new
s w i m m i n g p o ol , f i ne .
Hey, let’s even get limos
instead of school buses.
But honest ly, a school
need s to reg u l ate a nd
refi ne its standards before
it remodels its theater.

A Facebook group, “Hey Facebook, Breastfeeding is not
obscene!” has been garnering a lot of attention after the online
networking site began pulling pictures of mothers nursing off of
profiles. The site also threatened banishment should the users
repost such pictures.
Members of the group are opposed to Facebook’s actions,
stating that breastfeeding is natural, and most pictures show
even less skin than prom dresses or beach wear. They also
argue that it is natural and
healthy, and about as far
from obscene as possible.
Facebook, in an official
statement, did not deny that
breastfeeding is a natural act,
and are only taking action
against pictures containing
fully exposed breasts, which
violates the site’s terms of policy.
We find Facebook’s reaction to the pictures appropriate.
After all, pictures exposing an entire breast are in conflict with
the site’s terms of use and, ultimately, Facebook has the final
say about what is posted on their Web site. After all, as much
as we would like to claim ownership of our profi les, the site
still technically owns them. Facebook did not remove pictures
of women breastfeeding from the group, since they did not
expose an entire breast. Think about what would become of
our favorite social site if Facebook started making exceptions in
their policies. We don’t need a domino effect of cases defending
themselves against the nudity rule.
This is not an issue of whether or not breastfeeding is obscene
or not. It is a question of following the rules. And the mothers
who posted pictures of fully exposed breasts broke those rules.
Breastfeeding is beautiful and natural. Posting pictures of
nudity is against Facebook’s terms. It’s as simple as that.

Posting pictures of
nudity is against
Facebook’s terms. It’s
as simple as that.

CORRECTIONS
If you see an error in today’s paper, we want to know about
it. E-mail us at sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu

ITʼS YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily
G a me co c k ’s V ie w p oi nt s page
is to stimulate discussion in the
Un iver sit y of Sout h Ca rol i na
community. All published authors
are expected to provide logical
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters
to the editor, guest columns and
feedback on dailygamecock.com.
L et ter s a nd g ue st colu m n s
should be submitted via e-mail to
gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters
must be 200 to 300 words in length
and include the author’s name, year

in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders
a nd USC f ac u lt y memb er s to
submit guest columns. Columnists
should keep submissions to about
500 words in length and include
the author’s name and position.
Guest columns are limited to three
per author per semester.
The editor reserves the right to
edit and condense submissions for
length and clarity, or not publish
at all.
A ll subm issions become t he
property of The Daily Gamecock
and must conform to t he legal
standards of USC Student Media.
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“I dream a lot. I do more painting when I’m not painting.
It’s in the subconscious.”
— Andrew Wyeth
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‘Beer Fest’ comes to town
Durham-based brewing
magazine brings signature
event to South Carolina
Jonathan Coe

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

What happens when you take a
thriving North Carolina-based beer
magazine and add in a loyal drinking
city with both a youthful college
vibe and some wily, experienced
beer aficionados? Why, the 2009
World Beer Fest ival, presented
by A ll About Beer Magazine, of
course.
This past Sat urday, Columbia
hosted its first “Beer Fest” at the
Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Columbia Metropolitan Convention
Center, expanding All About Beer More than 400 beers from 125 breweries were available for tasting on Saturday.
Magazine’s signature event to its
communit y. This makes it a cit y
Carolina neighbors to the south.
beckoning for such a beer festival,
Tickets were $40 per person, $75
a s it i s r ip e f o r o r g a n i z i n g a
for V IP, with four-hour sessions
friendly social gathering centered
beg i n n i ng at noon a nd 6 p.m., .
around beer, another outcome that
The event boasted more than 125
Johnson wishes to accomplish with
breweries and 400 beers from all
the Columbia festival. Her ideal
over the world, with special events
World Beer Fest ival is one t hat
that included Tasting Tours led by
c reate s a “rela xed at mo sphere,
the All About Beer staff, live music
which encourages new beers.” This
and “Beer Flight” recommendations,
open-minded atmosphere is also
wh ic h g u ided pat ron s t h rough
one shared with friends where open
tastings of several different beer
discussions about beer can take
Alan Tauber / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
varieties.
place.
A ll About Beer Magazine was
John Heider tastes beer at the festival.
A ll About Beer Magazine and
founded about 30 years ago and is the
fest ival organ izers alike do not
was anything but hands-off during
oldest beer publication in the U.S.
condone drink ing in excess, but
their guided Tasting Tours. Every
As editor Julie Bradford modestly
instead taking the time for healthy
hour in the Convention Center’s
states, it is also the country’s leading
break s f rom all t he great beers.
Presentation Room, one of their
such magazine in terms of awards.
Throughout the Convention Center,
many beer experts guided themed
The mission of the World Beer
the festival set up islands for minibeer tastings. One of the evening
Festival is to “educate the public
round table discussions as well as a
sessions featured a — don’t be afraid,
about beer appreciation and beer
break from the somewhat bustling
USC students — “Beer 101” class,
quality, and foster the development
crowd. Fest ival-goers were also
which outlined a brief histor y of
of a posit ive beer com mu n it y,”
encouraged to take breaks in more
beer origins and developments. The
accord i ng to Fest iva l Producer
literal watering holes or to grab a
boisterous class of about 100 was
Daniel Bradford. The festival intends
bite to eat at the restaurant vendors’
then offered beer samples, including
to promote the healthy consumption
b o ot h s , wh ic h i ncluded V i st a
wheat, lager, pale ale and the alwaysof awe-inspiring beer varieties both
favorites Blue Marlin and Liberty
popular high gravity variety.
new and old, and, as Julie Bradford
Tap Room, among others.
Julie Bradford said that in one of
says, to leave patrons with a feeling
A no t he r d i v e r s io n f r o m t he
the Tasting Tours attendees were
of, “I never knew [a particular] beer
temptation to fi ll up on the closest
asked if this was their f irst beer
could taste like that.” She also wishes
beers possible was to follow t he
tasting, and a large majority raised
for people to leave the festivals with
“Beer Flight” schedules offered at
their hands. This came as a surprise
more or less a rough list of beers to
the All About Beer Magazine booth.
to Johnson considering t hat t he
go out and seek in order to broaden
These theme-based beer agendas
North Carolina festivals (fourteen
their tastes.
allowed tasters to enjoy an array of
years running in Durham, and five
Columbia is now the third cit y
beers organized by theme. Some of
in Raleigh) sell out tickets in the first
in the World Beer Festival’s tour,
the Beer Flights included “Belgian
24-hour period. But, she said it took
all of which are presented by A ll
and Belgian-style Beers,” “You Put
the North Carolina venues years to
About Beer Magazine which is based
What in My Beer” and “Not Afraid
start selling out as beer enthusiasm
out of Durham. Julie Bradford says
of the Dark,” which confronts us
gradually rose, similar to the way
t he mag az i ne picked Colu mbia
with our collective fear of the many
Columbia’s is now. Overall, she and
because it has many characteristics
dark st yles. Not on ly are t hese
her colleagues were pleased with
of a beer-loving community — not
fl ights a good way to sharpen one’s
the Columbia turnout and hope to
only is it home to many local craft
knowledge about a particular type
return for years to come.
brewers and great retail selections
or region of beer, but they also help
(such as festival sponsor Green’s
maintain some consistency for a
Discou nt Be ver age s), but Ju l ie
much more pleasant post-festival
Br adford ident if ie s Colu mbia’s
night.
Comments on this story? E-mail
“pent-up” interest within its beer
The All About Beer Magazine staff gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

Who would ever have the audacity to compile a pretentious
and agenda-imposing list of the top ﬁve beers from Saturday’s
World Beer Festival? That’s right. The Mix would. Here’s
our refreshing, alcoholic, naturally-biased list, ready for your
consuming pleasure. In no particular order …
Jonathan Coe

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Backdraft Brown offers a sweet,
aromatically nutty flavor that’s fullbodied without too much heaviness.
Like most malty brown ales, it’s also naturally low in alcohol
content — good for bloating festival goers, bad for malt liquor
guzzlers. Even better, Hook & Ladder sales help support local
burned firefighters and burn survivors with its “A Penny in Every
Pint” and “A Quarter in Every Case” initiatives.

Even though their ear-raising
scotch ale, “Kilt Lifter,” dried its
taps early on Saturday, Moylan’s
Dry Stout provides a pleasant ale of
the darker variety. Like its fellow
Stouts, it features charred coffee
bean and subtle chocolate flavors.
But unlike some others, it lacks the excessive heaviness or
bitterness of its infamous brand name competitors. A great beer,
especially for those who might be afraid of the dark beers.

An Atlanta-based brewery with a cult following
that’s new to Columbia as of 2009, Sweetwater has
been offering its brew to many southern watering
holes since 1997. Among other distinct staples and
seasonals such as 420, Hummer, and Motor Boat,
its India Pale Ale variety makes the nostrils flare
with its spicy hops mixed with hints of grapefruit.
As their bottle label says, it’s “The Beer You’ve Been
Training For!”

The fi rst pair of our split award
spots, the former is a fine Czech

ABC welcomes ‘Scrubs’ to lineup
Network change helps
audience favorite return
to roots, spurs creativity

variety, with a full finish that’s less
bitter than the IPAs. The latter, like
the Dry Stout, is full of chocolate
espresso hints, with other flavors
ranging from hoppiness to toffee
making it the most well-rounded beer on the list. Aptly named
Foothills is located in downtown Winston-Salem, sharing its

Jimmy Gilmore

home state with All About Beer magazine.

STAFF WRITER

NBC’s comedy “Scrubs”
was put in a st range
situation last year. Creator
Bill Lawrence had agreed
to make the series’ seventh
season its final one, but
the writers’ strike cut the
season’s runtime in half.
T h a n k f u l l y, r i v a l
net work A BC s wooped
to the rescue and offered
Lawrence one season to
fi nish the show the way he
wanted. “Scrubs” started
back up at the beginning of
January, running episodes
on Tuesdays from 9 p.m. to
10 p.m..
A fter years of dealing
with a network that failed to
promote it and changed its
place in the weekly lineup
seemingly at least once a
year, “Scrubs” has been
revived from near-death
for a stirring final act by
a network that is giving it
space to foster its creativity.
Four episodes into the
ne w sea son , t here i s a

Named after Avery’s late Chocolate Lab, the Brown spills with
flavors of its namesake — both brown sugar and cocoa with added
Courtesy of KRT

Sarah Chalke, Judy Reyes and Donald Faison star in the final season of “Scrubs.”
tangible nostalgia breezing
through the corridors of
Sacred Hear t Hospital .
For the fi rst time in years,
the actors and writers have
retooled their approach to
the show, daring to dive
back into the dramatic side
of hospital care.
Part of the appeal and
strength of the early seasons
was t he id ios y ncrat ic
balance between its zany
humor and its backdrop
of stark reality; watching
its characters respond to
the unexpectedness of life
helped give the show extra

weight beyond its quirks.
buzzing at frenetic speeds.
Additionally, for years
It’s great to see “Scrubs”
t he on-ag a i n- of f-ag a i n back in top form after so
relationship of protagonists many mediocre episodes.
John Dorian and Elliot
ABC provides a
Reid has plagued the show’s welcoming atmosphere for
w r it i ng. The cont i nual a show whose humor always
angst and sexual tension seems a small step outside
t hat’s surrou nded t hem real it y, a nd t he resu lt s
since the pilot hasn’t done are pure silliness as only
terribly much to mature “Scrubs” can deliver.
either character, but season
It may only be around
eight is already promising for a few more months, but
to send the t wo doctors there hasn’t been a better
towards actual resolution.
time to enjoy “Scrubs.”
Aside from the dramatics,
the entire cast feels relaxed
and energetic, with insults Comments on this story? E-mail
gamecockfeatures@sc.edu

hops that cut the sweetness, giving it a more manageable fi nish.
Hog Heaven is a higher alcohol barleywine, a stronger type of ale
that originates from England. Avery’s version is known for a bitter
hoppiness that finishes with balanced sweetness. The high alcohol
content makes its smooth deliciousness a danger to our collective
B.A.C.

Courtesy of MCT Campus
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The Scene
@ USC

Inside the Box ◆ By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock

LET THE RIGHT ONE IN
6 p.m. & 8:30 p.m., $6
Nickelodeon Theatre,
937 Main St.

The Whiteboard ◆ By Bobby Sutton / The Daily Gamecock
TOMORROW

TODAY
NEW MUSIC NIGHT
6 p.m., $5
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

CHARLIE DUNCAN, JUICEBOX, WASTED WINE
8 p.m., $5 over 21/ $7 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

VERSEWORKS OPEN MIC NITE

TROUBLE THE WATER
8:30 p.m., $5.50
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

8:30 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

Spurned ◆ By Jarad Greene

MR. B’S GOODTIME KARAOKE EXPLOSION

FREEDOM TRAIN

8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.

9:45 a.m. and 11:45 a.m., $6
Koger Center for the Arts,
1051 Greene St.

01/27/09

HOROSCOPES

1234567890-=
ARIES Join with a

group who shares your
values. Tasks that are way
too hard for one or two
people to do are achievable
when you play as a team.
TAURUS Something
impossible happens, much
to your surprise. How could
this be? Well, perhaps the
method is one you should
consider.
GEMINI Don’t
believe what somebody
said or what you used to
think. Trust your intuition
instead, regarding your next
achievements.
CANCER It’s possible
for you to reach at least one
of your goals today. If you’re
not there yet, give yourself
credit for what you’ve done.
Then get back to work.

LEO You could be

watching a star being born.
Provide encouragement.
This person has cheered you
on in the past.
VIRGO Don’t take off
completely into your fantasy
world. Keep at least one foot
on the ground. Others want
you to share your brilliant
insights with them.
LIBRA Follow through
with yesterday’s plans. If
you don’t have any, make
some up and then follow
through with them. Catch
this magic moment.

SCORPIO This is

another good day to stay in
bed, snuggled up cozy and
warm. If you have a cold,
there’s your excuse. If you
don’t, you’re preventing one.

SAGITTARIUS

ACROSS
1 Garﬁeld, for one
4 Dazzling display

Don’t be surprised if
you have a life-changing
experience soon. You might
realize something you
believed simply isn’t true.

9 Egg-shaped

Follow through with what
you said you’d do, even
if it costs you more than
expected. It’s very important
now to let people know you
can be trusted.
AQUARIUS All of
a sudden you understand
God, as a scientist. With the
data you’ve accumulated,
everything makes sense.

17 Kenny G, e.g.

CAPRICORN

PISCES It seems like

a miracle, but it’s really
simple. Somebody else is
doing something for you
that you don’t know how to
do.

01/27/09

for 01/26/09

14 Mary of "Where
Eagles Dare"
15 Disreputable
16 Brett of the gridiron
19 Thematic musical
piece
20 Lab culture gel
21 Grippe
22 Hairpiece
23 Crisp or Chanel
24 Modern messagesender
29 Small hill
31 Overturned
32 Begin, for example
36 Eggs

DOWN

Solutions from 01/26/09

37 Like most

1 "Serendipity" star

charitable

John

contributions

2 Region of Spain

41 Eclipse or Stride

3 Chevron's 2001

42 Tenon holder

merger partner

43 Dartmouth founder

4 Emigrant's subj.

Wheelock

5 Grain husks

46 T. Garr movie

6 Clapton classic

50 Corporal of the

7 Of two: Fr.

4077th

8 Tuesday god

54 Tennille or Morrison

9 Work room

55 Charged particle

10 Slugger Mo

56 Fifth of CCCV

11 GPA part

57 QB stats

12 Play about Capote

35 Part of E.E.C.

49 Slipup

58 Short trip

13 Very wide shoe

37 City south of

51 Harsh look

61 Rhapsodize

18 Long-winded

Moscow

52 Gas giant

63 Make void

22 American elk

38 NYSE rival

53 Wisconsin college

64 Swindler

25 Penalize by ﬁning

39 Belief

58 Dubya's Florida

65 Rhea relative

26 Billy of rock

40 Wodehouse's

brother

66 Salad bar item

27 Actress Campbell

Wooster

59 Drs.' org.

67 Medicinal plant

28 Writer LeShan

41 Beloved individual

60 Vert. bars on goods

30 Hippie drug

44 Quite like

61 London loos

33 Stick around

45 Polish cash

62 Volga tributary

34 Deck out

47 Lola or Maria

68 Last letter

48 Punctual
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Stephens shoots for new heights
Freshman forward
does not let lack of
size, team struggles
aﬀect performance
Morgan Henley

THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Sout h Carolina
w o m e n’s b a s k e t b a l l
team is not letting its
record get in the way
of its plans to make a
name for t hemselves
on the court. The team
has only won one game in
the SEC , and nine out of 19
overall . It’s second-to-last in
the SEC, leading only lowly
Alabama by one game.
But freshman for ward
Charenee Stephens doesn’t
believe her team’s past
performances in games
w i l l u lt i mately deter m i ne
their fate in the upcoming SEC
tournament, which will be held
March 5 through March 8 in
North Little Rock, Ark .
“We’re gonna k nock down
some giants like LSU,” Stephens
said. “We’re really expecting to
show everyone we want to do
it big. We’re gonna go into the
SEC tournament and surprise
some people.”
Stephens reiterates a familiar
theme amongst her squad as
a whole: a fresh start. Despite
com ing to Colu mbia at t he
same time as newly hired head
coach Dawn Staley, the former
coaching staff, led by then-head
coach Susan Walvius, originally
recruited Stephens.
Despite the drastic change,
Stephens has not regretted the
university’s transition to Coach
Staley.
“She’s done a real good job,”
Stephens said of Staley. “She
came in not expecting to have
a team like us. She’s had to
work hard to make plays for
us. She’s just a great coach. She
knows the game so well with
her experience in the Olympics.
It ma kes it easier for us to
condition and work ing with

her because we know she knows
what she’s doing.”
Stephens came to Columbia
f rom Decat u r, G a. and is a
forward who averages a little
shorter than most at 6-foot-1inch. However, her height has
not seemed to be too much of
an issue as she garnered a spot
on Georgia’s fi rst team all-state
team and was named the nation’s
No. 33 best player according to
ESPN’s hoopgurlz.com in last
season’s recruiting class.
She was also ranked fi fth at
her posit ion and represents
a no t he r mu c h - a nt ic ip at e d
r e c r u it f r o m l a s t s e a s o n’s
nationally-ranked class.
“I just play hard. I have to
o u t w o r k m y o p p o n e n t s ,”
Stephens said. It’s true that big
kids are blessed. I just work on
doing the intangibles.”
So far Stephens has already
reached her fi rst double-double
when she scored 11 points and
12 rebounds against Mississippi
last Thursday — which also
represented USC’s f irst and
only conference victor y this
season.
A f t e r t h e t e a m’s l o s s
against the nationally ranked
Vanderbilt on Sunday, the team
still showed its perseverance.
“ We played rea l ly ha rd,”
Stephens said. “It was a slight
letdown. We tried to stay in the
game. There was at one point
a 15-point deficit . Somebody
has to win. I think we learned
something today.”
The team is fairly young with
five freshmen. One of the other
for wards, senior Demet ress
Adams, suffered a career-ending
knee injury in the game against
Ole Miss. This means Stephens,
along with sophomore Jewel
May and senior C.J. Pace, will

Wade Payne / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Charenee Stephens has averaged 3.7 ppg for USC this season.
have to step up to fi ll that gap.
“I really look up to Demetress,”
Stephens said of Adams. “She
works hard all the time. She
never has a bad thing to say.
She brings a lot to the team.”
Stephen s a nd t he re st of
t hem w ill have to cont inue
w it h t hei r br ight out look s
and hard work if they want to

improve upon t heir current
standings. They play against
all SEC opponents for the rest
of the season, beginning with
peren n ial powerhouse LSU
this Thursday at 7 p.m. at the
Colonial Life Arena.
Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu

Brett Fllashnick / THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

New staff brings life to USC
Fresh faces offer hope, but Spurrier
must change style, attitude
to garner success on gridiron
Have we seen coaching changes or a
change in coaching? That will be the
biggest question for me in USC’s 2009
college football season.
O ver t he past t wo mont hs, t he
Gamecocks have made signif icant
personnel changes to
he ad f o ot b a l l c o ac h
Steve Spurrier’s staff.
Fou r of 10 a s sist a nt
coach i ng posit ions
have been vacated
so far t his of fseason,
whether by termination
TY ZEIGLER
or f inancially-driven
Fourth-year
departure.
political
I cannot claim to be
science
an expert on what the
student
new assistant coaches
Ben Fine / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
bring to the table, but
I will say that the track records for Head football coach Steve Spurrier has added four new coaches this offseason.
several of them such as Eric Wolford
and Lorenzo Ward have impressed me
Each unit on offense and defense
coordinator. The new offensive line
greatly. I am confident that Spurrier
coach, Er ic Wolford, is a lso t he needs to have some new leaders step up.
and Athletic Director Eric Hyman have
And it should not matter whether they
‘running-game coordinator.’
made good hires , even great hires in
On defense, Ellis Johnson is now are older or younger, upperclassman
some cases. But I am most concerned
an assistant head coach, but also the or underclassmen, starters or thirdabout whether the new blood in USC’s
assistant defensive coordinator along stringers.
coaching staff will produce results on
The Gamecocks need leaders who
with new assistant coach Lorenzo Ward.
the field.
Ward has the title of assistant defensive care about winning. And it should start
Spurrier can bring in all the new
coordinator as well, along with his other with coaches and work its way down to
assistant coaches he wants and Hyman
duties as the safeties coach. Oh, and each player.
can spend millions on coaches’ salaries
There are more changes than what
Johnson coaches the linebackers too.
like Alabama and Tennessee have done,
is discussed here that need to be made,
So who’s in charge here?
but these changes in the coaching staff
My suggestion would be to give more and everyone will have an opinion as
will not benefit the Gamecocks unless
coordinating duties to new quarterbacks to what those changes should be. The
Spurrier and his staff change their
coach G.A. Mangus , and still have reality here is that change needs to take
coaching style. This change is necessary
Spurrier calling plays. Mangus can place.
for t he success of t he G amecock
Coaching changes are a good start and
breathe new life into an offensive system
program, and Spurrier is a coach who
that has gone stale, and Spurrier of will hopefully prove to be worthwhile.
has recently found the will to change.
course can retain his play-calling duties. New coaches will not automatically
There are several different ways this
It is not the play-calling that has the create significant change though.
can be done. First, the coaches and
It will be very important for the new
offense sputtering, it is the system and
players are going to have to form a
(and old) coaches to reform what the
scheme (and SEC defenses).
new relationship on the practice field,
An attitude change could do wonders, team is currently doing as well. New
something that was brought to the
too. There has been severe skepticism coaching styles, schemes, relationships
program’s attention when a players’ only
by fans and the media as to whether and new energy and attitudes are what
meeting was called after the Clemson
the Gamecock players even care about USC needs. Let us hope we get all those
loss this past season.
things, because returning to what the
winning.
Also important for the football team
A nd let us throw in a change in football program has been doing will
will be a restructuring in the chain-ofleadership while we’re talking about it. result in another 7-6 record and another
command on offense. Spurrier seems to
No, Spurrier should not be fired, I mean 118-30 thumping in three games to
still call the plays, but Steve Spurrier,
close out the season.
the players.
Jr. has held t he t it le of of fensive

SEC no joke in spite of
league’s poor perception
Horn says teams get
few shortcuts during
grueling conference play
Michael Aguilar
SPORTS EDITOR

To say that the SEC is
a competitive and fierce
athletics conference is an
understatement of incredible
proportions. Out of all the
varsity sports that the SEC
currently competes in there
are only two the conference
has not garnered a national
championship in throughout
the last decade.
Men’s basketball is not an
exception as a team from the
SEC, namely Florida, has
won two out of the last three
national championships.
USC coach Darrin Horn
ne ver h ad a ny q u a l m s
ab out re c og n i z i ng t he
competitiveness of the SEC.
During his introductory
press conference Hor n
professed his respect for
the SEC, calling it, “one
of the best leagues in the
country.”
Five SEC games into his
first season, Horn’s tune
certainly hasn’t changed.
“( The way to w i n) is
being lucky some,” Horn
said Monday during his
teleconference. “There
aren’t a lot of shortcuts or
easy answers when you’re in
a league like this.”
Horn’s team will be facing
one of its more capable
opponents in Vanderbilt this
coming Wednesday. The
Commodores are 12-7 (1-4
in the SEC) but their record
is not indicative of its talent
level according to Horn.
“I think Vanderbilt is a
team that is much better
than their league record
would indicate,” he said.
It’s easy to understand
what Horn’s point is when

Vanderbilt’s schedule is
taken into account. While
Carolina owns a 3-2 record
in the SEC, it has only faced
three teams with winning
conference records and
lost two of those three. In
Vanderbilt’s five conference
games the team has faced
four teams with winning
conference records.
In Vandy’s last outing,
the ‘Dores were met by a
Florida team on a mission.
The Gators lit Vanderbilt
up, scoring 94 points and
shooting 57 percent from
the f loor and 60 percent
from beyond the arc.
Despite VU’s struggles,
Horn still views the ‘Dores
as a huge threat to USC.
“I think you can throw
(the Vanderbilt vs. Florida)
game out,” Horn said. “It
appeared to be one of those
games where Florida shot
the ball extremely well.”
USC has been riding a hot
streak, and with a consistent
starting five, press defense
a nd fast-paced of fense,
the Gamecocks appear as
though they can play with
anyone. However, if there is
any team in the league that
put the brakes on Carolina’s
offense and then beat the
Gamecocks back down the
floor, it may be Vanderbilt.
“It’s probably the most
at h let ic Va ndy team as
a whole that I’ve had the
opportunity to see,” Horn
sa id. “( T hey ’re a) ver y
capable team and has been
outstanding defensively.”
Horn is certain that VU
will bring a lot of fire when
it comes to Columbia on
Wednesday night.
“There is no doubt in my
mind that they will come in
and be ready to compete for
our game,” Horn said.
Comments on this story? E-mail
sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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Place a Classified ad: p

803-777-3888

•

f 803-777-6482

•

www.dailygamecock.com
Major credit cards accepted

Line classified ad rates

Additional Info
Two-line minimum
Lines average 30 characters in length

First insertion: $2.50 per line
Subsequent: $1.50 per line

classifieds
E-mail:

Announcements

Housing-Rent
Rmmte wanted for 4BR apt.Aailable
ASAP. Furnished-own BR & BA. Females only. Call 908-420-2621

Efficiency 1&2 BRS Start at $700
All utilities, cable, high speed Internet
$100 sec. deposit/1 mo. free with a
12 MO. LEASE Cornell Arms 799-1442
Downtown Living *ASPYRE*
*1,2,3 BR’S* Flexible Leases*
*Brand New* Parking Garage*
Int., H20 incld. *803-400-1570*

Roommates
F/seeking/F rmmte ASAP. 5blks from
5PTS. Call Laurie for info 300-1231.

Housing-Rent
Apartments & Homes Near USC
Hawkins Properties 799-0804

1730 Greene (near nursing school campus) 2BR or 1BR w/study $610..
Also 4Br. home. 301 S. Edisto $1195.
w/discount 799-9483.

Housing-Sale
LUXURY DOWNTOWN CONDOS
From $99,900 518-2189
www.elmwoodplacecolumbia.com

Parking
Tired of paying parking fines?
Reserved spaces available. 799-3452

Additional options

Noon, 1 business day prior to publication

sholmes@mailbox.sc.edu

TEMPORARY HEALTH INSURANCE
coverage begins the day after
application is properly submitted.
Call William @ 546-1751 or apply online at
insurancesupport.mymedicalquotes.com

Apartments

DEADLINE

•

Office hours: M-F

Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available for an additional cost

8:30 am - 5 pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

Love USC? Would you like to assist
in recruiting new students?
The Office of Undergraduate Admissions is hiring student bloggers to share
their experiences. Hours are flexible
and you can blog from he location of
your choice. Experience with blogs is
preferred but not necessary. Strong
writing skills are a must. We are looking
for all types of students, including transfer and international students. Pay is
$7.50/hr. To request an application,
please email m.allen@sc.edu.

FRANKIE’S FUN PARK
Need a Part-Time Job that will fit around
your class schedule?Looking for that
flexible second job? Frankie’s Fun Park
in Columbia is looking for responsible &
energetic first class employees to fill
part-time staff positions. Come join the
most unique work environment in the
Midlands. Frankie’s offers very competitive pay rates based on qualifications
and work experience. Flexible schedules
with primarily weekend hours work well
around class schedules or full-time jobs
during the week. You must have dependable transportation. Opportunities
for advancement exist for willing and capable part-time employees. Frankie’s is
located at 140 Parkridge Drive Exit
103 off -I-26 (Harbison Blvd. behind
Lowes). Please apply in person Monday’s or Wednesday’s 12pm-7pm.

Opportunities
Female Model Wanted for new style of
jeans. Enjoys the hottest fashions and
high heels. You will be paid for tailoring
and for professional photos for website.
Call 803-530-1543.

Travel
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189.00 5-DAYS or $239 7-DAYS.
All prices include: Round-trip luxury
cruise with food. Accommodations on
the island at your choice of thirteen
resorts. Appalachia Travel.
www.BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018

Help Wanted
Child Care
DANCE MARATHON

Babysitter Tues & Thur 10am-6pm &
Sat 10am-2pm. Exp pref. Call Annie
678-463-3530 or 770-713-2869.

BAKE SALE

TODAY

Services
PREGNANT, NEED HELP? FREE
pregnancy test Call Birthright
765-0165

Get home-made goodies
in front of the Russell House Theater
from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Tutoring
Services
Need tutoring in Spanish? 25 years
of teaching all ages. 926-3126

Register for Dance Marathon
today at www.uscdm.org
Sponsors:

